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Hooray for Term 3! We have such an exciting term of learning planned
with our Mangatawhiri School Local Curriculum school-wide focus on

Literacy  - This term our reading and writing will be integrated a lot more,
as many of our students move from “learning to read” to “reading to
learn”.  Literacy will be in the middle block (after morning break until
lunch time). We will cross group with R4 for reading.

Writing: This term we will use our local curriculum theme for motivation
and content. There will be a strong emphasis on creative writing. This will
feature poetry, playwriting and performance. We have a lot of great
writing prompts ranging from sentence starters to pictures to book
covers, to objects and will include partner and small group writing
challenges. All are designed to increase vocabulary and imagination. We
really want to encourage thinking outside the box. We will be sharing a lot
of our writing by reading it to others and by publishing writing in books
that we can have in our class library for all to read. Later in the term,
each student will have a turn at taking one of these bools home to share.

Spelling:  Our structured literacy approach in spelling is based on the
progression of spelling rules and patterns. Daily practice in small groups
and home-learning happens Monday to Thursday with a test each Friday.

Reading: It is important that book bags come to school EVERY DAY.
Reading is taught in instructional groups between Rooms 4 & 5.  These
groups will change to accommodate the progress of individual students.
This term some groups will read from the Red Reading Box.  This is an
excellent and very popular resource that requires students to read a
short fiction or non-fiction story then answer vocabulary, word building
and comprehension questions. During this time they will have chapter
books for home reading that they have not previously read in class.
Don’t forget Library Book Change day is Wednesday this term.

Te Reo: This term we will have a focus phrase each week. We will include
this in our Home Learning Sheet so you can see what we are learning.
Our aim is to be confident to ask and respond to an increasing number of
phrases and to learn more vocabulary for everyday items.



Maths:  Number- The maintenance of Addition and Subtraction continues.
Multiplication - The students have all been tested and placed into groups
for the next few weeks to learn their next steps.
Division - Those students who are ready will then go on to learn to divide.
Please continue to  encourage the learning of basic facts each week.  It
really helps your child to be more proficient when solving equations.
Measurement- We will also be investigating length, weight (mass),
capacity, area and volume.

The Arts:  These will be highly influenced by our Creativity Theme.
● Dance: We will be creating our own dances and movement

sequences to a wide range of music. Also, dance will feature highly
as an indoor way of exercising and moving during wet weather.

● Drama: plays from journals, as well as those written by the
students will be performed to a R4 & 5 audience. We will work on
taking on a character’s role, using expressive reading and actions.

● Music: Weekly lessons with Mr Green and follow up lessons. We’ll be
learning new songs, how music is made, di�erent instruments and
the sounds they make as well as learning about famous composers.

PE: This term we have Cross Country. We will be running each day if the
weather permits. Please make sure your child has suitable footwear to
run in. The Commonwealth Games will hopefully  inspire us. We will also be
doing skill learning, games and sport with Room 4 each week. We also
have a half hour sport session each Friday that is led by our Sports
Leaders. In wet weather dance and movement to music will keep us active
and energized.

Home Learning: We cannot overemphasise how important it is for you to
spend a short period of time each school day listening to your child read and
helping them learn their spelling words and/or  basic facts. This should only
take 20 minutes a day.  If it is a long story or chapter book, share parts of it
together. Ask questions about the story.  Take turns to talk about what you
think of the characters and plot. The most important thing about home
learning is that it is a positive experience. Please let me know if it isn’t so I
can try to help!  I had 4 children of my own, two boys then two girls, with the
eldest aged 6 when the last was born, so homework hassles aren’t new to me.

Please remember that if you have any questions or concerns, please see
me, as your child’s home room teacher, first.  Afternoons are the best as
mornings are busy preparing for the day. Robyn Davis, the Junior School
leader is your next port of call. If we have concerns we will contact you.

Kind Regards,
Marilyn Millar: marilynm@mangatawhiri.school.nz
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